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Do you know what to do immediately after a car accident? It's something no one likes to think about, but the average driver in the U.S. will be in three or four car accidents throughout his life. Team Clark spoke to some experts to come up with the best action plan the next time you have a car accident.
Follow these steps the next time you are in a car accident Quick Links: 1. Finding a safe place This could go without saying, but the moments after a car accident can be frantic and confusing. Your number one priority should be to try to limit any additional damage to the person or property. The first thing
you want to do if you're in a car accident is that if you're able to get out of your car, you want to make sure you're in a place where you can't be hurt by incoming traffic, says Atlanta attorney and former Court judge fulton County, Georgia, Quinton Washington. If you don't feel it's safe to leave your car, wait
for the authorities to arrive. If the accident was minor and you can move your vehicle out of the travel lanes safely, you should do so as well. The next thing you want to do is call the local emergency services where your accident occurred. Almost anywhere in the U.S., you can do this by dialing 9-1-1. A
dispatcher will send police, ambulance and/or fire aid as justified. At this point, the authorities will begin investigating the accident. The law is usually going to inform the officer investigating their accident about what they're going to do, Washington says. For example, if you hit someone from behind, that's
clear responsibility. But if it is questionable at all who was to blame in the accident, you want to give the officer your side of the story. That way they can make a determination as to whether or not they should give a ticket and to whom. Police may need to do a crime scene investigation to determine if the
part that hit you may have been deteriorated in any way, or do anything that may have been distracting them. Those determinations could have an impact on insurance that you may be eligible to collect if you decide that's a route you want to take. 3. If you get hurt, get medical attention immediately While
all this is happening, and as soon as possible, you should determine if you are hurt or not. You have to determine that at that point and there at the scene, Washington says. This is one of the things that people who are considering personal injury accident compensation will see. Adjusters and insurance
companies have checklists. These checklists, he says, could include questions such as: Was the party hurt? Did you leave the scene in an ambulance? What happened when they went to the ER? After emergencies, were there visits to another doctor treatment? If there's a couple of weeks of time
between the accident and when you decide you're in pain, insurance companies are going to be a lot more skeptical, he says. You have to remember to remember if cars hit each other, and a person who weighs much less than those cars is absorbing some of that impact, they may not know what the
effects may be right away. You probably have so much adrenaline running through your body could be tricked into thinking it's okay when you're not. 4. Get images of the scene, If possible As we mentioned above, the authorities will write an accident report and make sure they have contact and insurance
information of the drivers involved, but there is something else you need to do at the scene to protect yourself. Always make sure you get pictures of the crash scene, Washington says. You want to document material damage to both your vehicle and the other party's vehicle. That way, when the insurance
company calls you, you can accurately describe what happened when you remember it, and that the other driver is also being honest. Another thing you'll want to do after a car accident is notify your insurance agent as soon as possible. Your insurance company will typically work with the other party's
insurance company to find out who will pay for the damages and any potential medical bills. An insurance company will make a second determination (apart from that of the authorities) after they talk to their policyholders about whether or not they will pay for a claim, Washington says. Money expert Clark
Howard says if the accident was clearly your fault, you'll want to admit it to the investigating officer and your insurance company. You just have to admit guilt if you're comfortable saying you're to blame, Clark says. But if you're to blame, you can really help the other person by calling your insurance
company and letting them know that you accepted responsibility. The other person will be able to get a rental car and get their car processed through the body shop system much faster. 6. Tracking with insurance and maintaining a file Finally, dealing with insurance claims after an accident can be a long
process with a lot of information involved. For this reason, it's very important to keep detailed records, Clark says. Be sure to keep a file with all relevant information related to your shipwreck. This includes: Photos Police Reports Claim Numbers Names and Numbers of Claim Adjusters Receipts for any
accident-related expenses (rental cars or shared trips, for example) The more organized you can keep everything, the better prepared you will be to work toward some resolution for your claim. Lucky final thought, you won't need any of this advice anytime soon, but it's always best to be prepared. Present
these steps with the convenience of knowing that if you face the unexpected in the form of a car accident, well prepared for the sequels. More car insurance stories in Clark.com: The average American driver will have about four accidents throughout his life. The average driver will be in a car once every
18 years. In the vast majority of cases, having a car accident is a matter of when not yes. Chances are, fortunately, that your first, second, and consecutive accidents will not be fatal or cause significant personal injury to you or anyone else (although costly repairs are unfortunately a reality in many cases).
But accidents, however serious, can be frightening and confusing. Knowing how police reports work and whether filing a good one before an accident occurs is a good idea. If you've never had a car accident, it's good for you. It's certainly not something I'd like anyone to do, but it's something I think you
should expect. Don't worry; it's not as strange as it sounds. Most drivers will probably be involved in at least one small accident in their lives, probably more than one. So he's the wise driver who's better prepared. That's all I mean by looking forward - plan to be prepared when the inevitable happens. As
for the law, the most accurate question is: When do I have to file an accident report with the police? This is because all states have their own unique rules about when a report should be submitted. For example, Massachusetts requires an accident report to be filed if someone was injured or if there was
more than $1,000 in property damage. In Alabama, however, a report is necessary when an accident results in death, personal injury or more than $250 in damage to any property owner. Despite the legal requirements, the best advice is to file a police report regardless of the damage. Here's why: © The
Balance 2018 There are some accidents for which you don't need a police report, those where the damage was minor, no injuries were suffered, and everyone involved was properly licensed, fully insured and, well, nice and polite to each other. The problem is that often what happens at the scene of the
accident ends up not shaking with what happens later after everyone has thought about it for a while. And he's starting to get a little sore. Not you, of course, but everyone else. I don't want to be cynical, but the truth is that people may be a little shocked and not think very clearly right after an accident. So
it's no wonder that the facts surrounding an accident can be a little cloudy even just a day or two later. Which brings me to this: You may not think you need a police report when you're in an accident scene, but there's no way to say it until later, and then it may be too late to avoid being sued for damages
you may or may not have caused. If you call the police, they can attest to reality on the ground: who appears to be injured, what is the extent of the damage every vehicle and the surrounding landscape, and who seems to be guilty. If the police aren't involved, it'll be your word against another driver's word:
he can bite you again. File a police officer and doing an excellent job of documenting the evidence can be useful in any future litigation issue that arises. Without one, it's just your word against theirs. Regardless of whether or not you dial 911, you need to document everything at the crash scene. Take
many fotos.de your vehicle, your vehicle, the surrounding area, so that those photos can be used if you are being sued or questioned by a police officer. In most cases, you won't need a police report to file a claim with your insurer unless there is extensive damage that you would like to be compensated
for, or something unusual happens, such as a crime that takes place or the other driver fleeing the scene. However, having a police report that you can provide to your adjuster will likely speed up the claims process. In most states, police will not file a complaint about accidents occurring on private
property. Private property would include private residences. For example, if your friend returns to your vehicle while at your entrance or if your teen driver returns to your garage door. Perhaps most surprising is the parking of the local grocery store considered private property. That means it's up to you to
get the information you need to correctly file a car insurance claim. One of the first things the police office will ask you is where the accident is. If it's private property, chances are you'll be told the police you won't come to file a complaint. Police reports are for accidents that occur on the road, alleyways,
roads, city roads and rural roads. A police report should be used to document accidents with two or more parts. It should also be used to document any significant property damage or injury. If you simply run into a phone pole and damage your bumper, that's no cause to call the police -- just document the
damage and move on. In.
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